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Dear Candidate, 
 
I am the Headteacher of Hazel Wood High School and, during my time here, I have overseen a 
necessary period of considerable change since becoming a part of a Multi-Academy Trust in April 
2019.  
 
Our school has a good reputation for being caring and inclusive, and is highly regarded by its local 
community. We have high expectations of our staff and a great emphasis on pupil care, which includes a 
particular focus on outstanding quality teaching and learning, with the aim of achieving excellent outcomes 
for all students. Every student at Hazel Wood high School is challenged to achieve outcomes in line with the 
top 20% of students nationally, who have the same starting points, and we are determined not to settle for 
mediocrity. At Hazel Wood, we have high expectations around behaviour and learning, and we support staff 
to actively apply these in the classroom, every day. With a consistent and supportive approach for all staff, 
this facilitates the student’s ability to understand and meet our expectations every day. 
 
We believe that all our students deserve the very best education that we can provide and our teaching staff 
aspire to raise the standards and quality of teaching and learning. This is encouraged through inspiring and 
supporting colleagues with bespoke CPD; and by ensuring that best practice is shared and embedded. 
Having the right team in place is essential to this. Therefore, we thank you for reading through our 
application pack and considering us as the next step in your career.    
  
The cumulative impact of all our school improvement work has been recognised both by our Ofsted 
Monitoring visit after academisation, and by many external agencies who have worked with us. Attainment 
and progress indicators at Key Stage 4 are improving; student numbers are healthy across all year groups, 
attendance levels have dramatically improved and exclusions are falling. After some significant 
restructuring, we are as financially secure as anyone can be at the present time.  This is an exciting time for 
the school, our students and our staff.  
 
As a part of the Oak Learning Partnership, we are proud of what we have achieved so far and excited by the 
continuous improvements and changes here at Hazel Wood High. This appointment will form a key element 
in the next phase of our transformation. If you would like to join our excellent team then we would like to 
hear more about you. 
  
Visits to the school prior to application are both welcomed and encouraged. Please contact the school on 
0161 797 6543 or by e-mailing enquiries@hazelwoodhigh.co.uk to arrange an appointment. 
     
I hope that when you have read the information enclosed that you will be 
encouraged to apply for the post. We look forward to receiving your application. 
    
Please visit our school website for further information.   
http://www.hazelwoodhigh.co.uk  
 

Paul Greenhalgh 
Headteacher at Hazel Wood High School 

Please visit our school website for further information. 

https://www.hazelwoodhigh.co.uk/ 

Welcome from the Headteacher 



 

 

“I really enjoy 
working with the Oak 

Learning Partnership. I 
feel supported in my role and 

I am valued and encouraged to 
reach my full potential by leaders 

who believe in me. I have a wealth 
of support that I can access from the 

central and executive leadership 
team and their values are evident in 
raising outcomes for children whilst 

empowering staff to make, and 
be, the difference.” 

 
Member of our Admin Team 

at Hazel Wood High 
School 



 

 

“Hazel Wood is a 
fabulous place to 

work. We are like one big 
family. Not only do we have 

amazing pupils and families, we 
also have the opportunity to 

develop ourselves and take part in 
professional development which 
prepares us for future roles. The 

Senior Leadership Team are really 
supportive and we are encouraged 

to share our ideas in order to 
make our school a better 

place.” 
 

Teacher at Hazel Wood 
High School 



 

 

 

  

Leadership Posts: 
Post holders are also responsible to the Headteacher for ensuring the general good order and 
discipline and in the implementation of all policies. All staff are expected to have a clear 
understanding of the vision, aims and ethos of the school and an awareness of its role in the 
community. It is essential that the academic and pastoral frameworks of the school are seen as 
interrelated.  
 
Section (A) Generic to all Leadership Team: 
This section is based on the National Standards for Headteachers. These standards include four 
‘Excellence As Standard’ domains: 1. Qualities and knowledge; 2. Students and staff; 3. 
Systems and processes; 4. The self-improving school system.  
 

  
Qualities and Knowledge  

1. Hold and articulate clear values and moral purpose, focused on providing a world class education for the 
students they serve.  
2. Demonstrate optimistic personal behaviour, positive relationships and attitudes towards their students and 
staff, and towards parents, governors and members of the local community.  
3. Lead by example - with integrity, creativity, resilience, and clarity - drawing on their own scholarship, 
expertise and skills, and that of those around them.  
4. Sustain wide, current knowledge and understanding of education and school systems locally, nationally 
and globally, and pursue continuous professional development.  
5. Work with political and financial astuteness, within a clear set of principles centred on the School’s vision, 
ably translating local and national policy into the school’s context.  
6. Communicate compellingly the School’s vision and drive the strategic leadership, empowering all students 
and staff to excel. 

Students and Staff  

1. Demand ambitious standards for all students, overcoming disadvantage and advancing equality, instilling a 
strong sense of accountability in staff for the impact of their work on students’ outcomes.  
2. Secure excellent teaching through an analytical understanding of how students learn and of the core 
features of successful classroom practice and curriculum design, leading to rich curriculum opportunities and 
students’ well-being.  
3. Establish an educational culture of ‘open classrooms’ as a basis for sharing best practice within and 
between schools, drawing on and conducting relevant research and robust data analysis.  
4. Create an ethos within which all staff are motivated and supported to develop their own skills and subject 
knowledge, and to support each other.  
5. Identify emerging talents, coaching current and aspiring leaders in a climate where excellence is the 
standard, leading to clear succession planning.  
6. Hold all staff to account for their professional conduct and practice.  

System and processes  

1. Ensure that the School’s systems, organisation and processes are well considered, efficient and fit for 
purpose, upholding the principles of transparency, integrity and probity.  
2. Provide a safe, calm and well-ordered environment for all students and staff, focused on safeguarding 
students and developing their exemplary behaviour in school and in the wider society.  
3. Establish rigorous, fair and transparent systems and measures for managing the performance of all staff, 
addressing any under-performance, supporting staff to improve and valuing excellent practice.  
4. Welcome strong governance and actively support the governing board to understand its role and deliver its 
functions effectively – in particular its functions to set school strategy and hold the headteacher to account 
for student, staff and financial performance.  
5. Exercise strategic, curriculum-led financial planning to ensure the equitable deployment of budgets and 
resources, in the best interests of students’ achievements and the School’s sustainability.  
6. Distribute leadership throughout the organisation, forging teams of colleagues who have distinct roles and 
responsibilities and hold each other to account for their decision making.   
 

The self-improving school system  

1. Create an outward-facing school which works with other schools and organisations - in a climate of mutual 
challenge - to champion best practice and secure excellent achievements for all students.  
2. Develop effective relationships with fellow professionals and colleagues in other public services to improve 
academic and social outcomes for all students.  
3. Challenge educational orthodoxies in the best interests of achieving excellence, harnessing the findings of 
well evidenced research to frame self-regulating and self-improving schools.  
4. Shape the current and future quality of the teaching profession through high quality training and sustained 
professional development for all staff.  
5. Model entrepreneurial and innovative approaches to school improvement, leadership and governance, 
confident of the vital contribution of internal and external accountability.  
6. Inspire and influence others - within and beyond schools - to believe in the fundamental importance of 
education in young people’s lives and to promote the value of education.  
 

 



 

 

 

Dear Candidate, 

Thank you for your interest in this post at Oak Learning Partnership. 

Our trust is a cross phase partnership which consists of primary, special and secondary schools. 
We have a vision to create a family of world-class schools who transform the lives of young 
people. The shared principles of our schools have aligned ways of working whilst still retaining 
their individuality. We are ambitious, supportive of one another and we look to achieve excellence 
in inclusive education. ‘Inclusion is at the heart of our trust’. 
 
Our schools work closely with one another: they collaborate with purpose, support each other, 
and share collective systems across both educational and business provisions. But it’s also 
important to us that each school has their own identity and individuality. We make sure we focus 
on impact and ensure clarity and consistency from our leaders, always making sure common 
sense is at the heart of our decision making. 
 
One of our shared principles is ‘our people matter’, we understand that we can only achieve our 
vision by recruiting the right people and providing them with the support, training and time they 
need in order to allow them to flourish and be the best they can be. Whatever role an individual 
undertakes within our organisation, they are contributing to our collective aim of transforming 
lives. We invest heavily in our people ensuring they feel valued and their well-being is always 
considered. We understand that if staff feel valued and if the impact they are having is 
recognised, they can perform at their best. 
 
We are laying strong foundations for growing the Trust and with this, will come multiple 
development opportunities for our staff. We are committed to making a difference on a wider 
scale, whilst continuing to build on our current strengths. Above all we are a values driven 
organisation and we are passionate about doing things in the right way with deep integrity.   
 
If you want to make a difference to young people, want to work in a values driven environment, 
and this role applies to you, we would love to hear from you.  

 

 

 
 

James Franklin-Smith 
CEO of Oak Learning Partnership 



 

 

Schools within our Trust 

Find out more on our website: https://oaklp.co.uk/our-schools/ 

Oak Learning Partnership is a recently-established Trust of schools which currently 
comprises of a primary, secondary and special school in Bury, Greater Manchester. 

We are an educational charity which exists to advance education. As a Trust, Oak 
Learning Partnership is one single organisation to which all our schools belong, 
and all staff in our individual schools and our central team work for the Trust as a 
single entity.   

Our schools work closely with one another: they collaborate, support each other and share 
collective systems across both educational and business provisions. But it’s imperative to us 
that each school has its own individuality and autonomy and we are very keen for schools to 

be managed by their own leadership team and staff. The Trust’s central team is made up of 
both business and educational professionals, and their role is to support schools to be the 
best they can be. We are passionate about being part of a family of schools and know the 
benefits this brings to young people, staff and communities.   

Our Trust is committed to improving the life chances of children and young people through 
the delivery of an excellent, well-rounded education. At Oak we live and breathe inclusion; 

this is at the heart of our ethos and we aim for it to be a golden thread of strong practice 
which links all of schools together. Our core values of Aspiration, Resilience, and Integrity 
drive everything we do. 

Unsworth Primary School is a ‘family ’school with the motto ‘Together We Build 
Understanding. ’The five chosen values of happiness, honesty, friendship, respect and 

learning are at the heart of developing children’s social and academic understanding and 
ensuring that they enjoy making progress together. 

Hazel Wood High School is driven by the core values of Pride, Respect and Aspiration. 
Pupils are members of a very inclusive school community which offers them the opportunity 
and encouragement to aim high and excel. 

Elms Bank is a generic secondary special school for pupils aged between 11 and 19 years 
old. Elms Bank works in partnership with many other agencies to ensure that the specific 
needs of each pupil are met so that they can grow in confidence both socially and 
academically. 



 

 

 

“Our Trust is a 
really supportive 

and friendly place to 
work. Whilst crossing 

from site to site I get a 

strong feeling that we are 
a Trust of schools working 
with and for each other.” 

 
Member of our Trust 
Estates and Facilities 

staff 



 

 

 

  

At Oak Learning Partnership, we value our staff highly and recognise 

their contribution with a series of benefits and incentives. 

 
Find out more on our website: https://oaklp.co.uk/ 



 

 

 

 

Hazel Wood High School 
Hazel Avenue 

Bury 

Lancashire 

BL9 7QT 
 

0161 797 6543 

 

recruitment@oaklp.co.uk 
 

www.hazelwoodhigh.co.uk 




